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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER DESAI ON NUCLEAR POLICY 

1 . ACCORDING TO A SAMACHAR DESPATCH, PRIME MINISTER 
MORARJI DESAI TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 16 THAT ATOMIC 
WEAPONS WERE NOT NEEDED FOR INDIA'S DEFENSE: "THEY ARE 
ONLY FOR DESTRUCTION AND CANNOT EVER WIN A WAR." HE 

REPORTEDLY SAID THAT ONLY CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND THE COURAGE OF THE 
PEOPLE COULD DEFEND THE COUNTRY EFFECTIVELY. 

ASKED TO JUSTIFY THIS POSITION WITH CHINA'S ALREADY 
POSSESSING SUCH WEAPONS AND PAKISTAN'S TRYING TO ACQUIRE 
THEM, THE PRIME MINISTER REITERATED THE POSITION, SAYING 
THAT HE HAD STUDIED THE ISSUE IN DEPTH BUT COULD NOT 
REVEAL DETAILS. HE ACCUSED THE QUESTIONER OF HIGHLIGHTING 
THE IMPORTANCE OF ATOMIC WEAPONS IN WAR BECAUSE HE HAD A 
"NUCLEAR MIND ." MR. DESAI NOTED THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND 
THEIR POSSESSION BY MORE COUNTRIES COULD DESTROY THE 
WORLD AND THAT INDIA WOULD LIKE TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE 
TO REMOVE SUCH A THREAT. HE EXPLAINED THAT FOR 30 YEARS 
INDIA HAD OPPOSED THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS; "WE CANNOT NOW MAKE A BASIC CHANGE IN OUR POLICY." 

"WE SHOULD REMAIN FIRM IN OUR ATTITUDE AND HELP ERADICATE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 07039 161348Z 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS." ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY, 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID, "WE WILL CERTAINLY CONTINUE 

IT, IF IT IS NECESSARY FOR OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. BUT WE 

WILL NOT DO IT SECRETLY. THE RESULTS OF SUCH DEVELOPMENT 

WOULD BE OPENED TO OTHERS." ASKED WHETHER THE CARTER 

ADMINISTRATION HAD IMPOSED RESTRICTIONS SUCH AS 

INSPECTION OF ALL NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT WORK BEFORE SUPPLYING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NUCLEAR FUEL FOR INDIA, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WAS NOT 
AWARE OF ANY SUCH MOVE BY THE UNITED STATES. HE ADDED 
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED TWO "WARM" LETTERS FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER, BUT THEY DID NOT MENTION ANY CONDITION FOR THE 
SUPPLY OF NUCLEAR FUEL. 

2. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN A FULL TEXT OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S ST ATEMENTS . SCHNEIDER 
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